City of South Pasadena 

City Manager’s Office 


Memo 

Date: April 18,2013 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From: Sergio Gonzalez, City Manager 

Re: Monthly Update Report 

Public Safety, Library, Community Sen/ices, Planning and Building 
cc: Management Team 


The following is a monthly operational briefing of noteworthy accomplishments, 
work programs and policy issues for the April reporting period. For further 
information, please contact the City Manager or the associated department head. 


Police 


Strategic • On April 23, 2013, department personnel will attend bicycle training. Once 
trained, personnel will be able to provide another level of service. They will 
be more visible and accessible to the public. Full time and reserve officer, as 
well as police cadets will participate in the training. 


• We have been using the Predictive Police model to address crime issues. In 
the first 2 weeks of implementing the model, we have seen a 60% reduction 
in property crimes. 


Traffic • jo address concerns regarding the disruption of traffic during times when 

crossing arms are down at rail crossings for a long period of time, the police 
department is working with the Public Works Department to develop detour 
routes. We are working on the Fremont crossing first. 



• Smart Class Room Installation (Regional seamless training) 100% grant 
funded; Setting up required Cal-OSHA training on line 
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Library 


General 



• Upgrades to Library elevator are in progress; the new ADA ramp is even 
more helpful than ever. 


• Collection service to handle major delinquent accounts and send email 
notifications to patrons (to begin on or around May 1 st ). 


• “The Children’s Hour” artwork restoration is complete; proposing to use 
Romine Trust donation to cover the cost of installation above the brick patio 
on the Oxley Street side of the building. South Pasadena Beautiful will be 
donating tables and chairs for the patio. 


• A grant for $600 to the Friends has just been received from the Living 
History Centre to present a program later in the year. The South Pasadena 
Rotary Club just awarded a $1,000 grant to the Friends to cover part of the 
cost of presenting 5 free performances for the May 4 Eclectic Music 
Festival concert. Performers include the LA Clarinet Choir, David Batt, 
John Proulx, the Elliott Caine Combo, and Dave Alvin. 


• LBT to decide where to place a bronze plaque declaring that the Community 
Room is South Pasadena’s Original 1907 Carnegie Library. 

• LBT approved renaming the Conference Room as “The Ray Bradbury 
Conference Room.” A bronze doorplate has been ordered by the Friends. 

• The Friends have commissioned artist Jolino Beserra to create a mosaic 
archway for the entrance to the Children’s Room (to be installed in 
December). 

• An Author Night with Louise Su Tang (“Cantonese Yankee”) will be 
presented by the Library, the Friends, and the Chinese American Club on 
April 25 at 7 p.m. in the Community Room. 


IliiU 


pnunity Services 




Personnel • On April 8, 2013, Lucy Hakobian replaced Alexis Braun as Community 

Services Supervisor in Recreation. Lucy has been the Community Services 
Coordinator for 20 years which makes for a smooth transition for the 
department. 


Event 


• Doggy Day with Cats too was held April 13 at Garfield Park from 10 am to 
lpm. Adoption and rescue agencies, pet groomers and trainers, and retailers 
were onsite to provide information on the services and products they offer. 
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General 


• Work will recommence at 2140 Huntington (former car wash, now an 
office) pending the City’s receipt of a plan check application for their 
electrical permits. 

• A building permit has been issued for a new single-family home at 2100 
Hanscom. The planning approvals and building permits for a previous 
proposal had been revoked due to violations of the conditions of approval 
relating to trees. 

• Plan check applications have been received for three new single-family 
homes at 2123, 2125 and 2127 Hanscom. 


Strategic • Several zoning code amendments relating to the implementation of the 
Plan City’s certified Housing Elements are being reviewed by the Planning 

Commission over the next couple of months. These code amendments, 
which are required to be adopted prior to the City’s submittal of the next 
Housing Element in October, include revisions to the existing second units 
and density bonus ordinances and new ordinances to provide reasonable 
accommodation for persons with disabilities and implementation of SB 2 
(emergency shelters, transitional housing and supportive housing). 


Strategic • The planning Division is seeking a Certified Local Government (CLG) 
Plan grant from the State Office of Historic Preservation to help fund a City- 

Wide Historic Context Statement and to update the current inventory to 
include Post-World War II (1945 - 1963). 


• An abandoned construction site at 1935 Hanscom has received Planning 
Commission approval to begin construction. The project is currently in 
Plan Check. 






